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seemed to infer general rules from them- In the
Book- of the Dead we find an enormous amount of
detail, and in each case the method of dealing with
it is carefully chronicled; but they never seem to
have arrived at the fact that all these methods were
manifestations of the human will, and that a strong
will would carry a man through without the detailed
knowledge, so that all their charms and curious
recitations were unnecessary.

Until Theosophy took up the matter we never
had in the West any statement about the world
after death which was in harmony with the line of
modern science. Spiritualism did something for us
in the way of collecting information, but its methods
were sporadic. It did not tell us much about that
other world as a whole. I think we may claim that
Theosophy has done that for us; it has applied the
modern scientific spirit to this problem of the unseen
world, and has tabulated its observations and built
up a coherent system. Of course we have no special
prerogative in all this; all the information which we
have about the astral world might be obtained by
any intelligent denizen of that world. So we
frequently find particulars which we are in the habit
of calling Theosophical coming through other chan-
nels; and that would be so still more often if it were
not for the fact that most dead people are not trained
scientific observers; they describe just what they